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Gordion is a broad and 
deeply layered landscape 
with the latent potential 
to express its ancient and 
modern cross-sections  
as a world heritage site.

Today it is challenged by 
increasing disinvestment 
& deterioration of its 
historic resources & 
piecemeal intervention 
strategies that lack 
large-scale vision.

Our proposals will 
choreograph experiences 
which engage 
archaeologists, heritage 
specialists, visitors, and 
village residents to interact 
with one another in mutual 
interest, ownership,  
and stewardship.





A joint project of the University of Pennsylvania School of Design, the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum and the Middle East Technical 
University, Ankara

A one credit interdisciplinary course of one semester duration
Meeting times: Wednesdays 6:00pm to 8:00pm in Meyerson 412,
And at other times to be arranged.
 
View from East of Early Phrygian Gate entrance, viewing platform with 
signage constructed by L. Falck and J. Hinchman during the 2009 season (M. 
Keller ,2009)

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

Beginning in 1950 and extending now over half a century, the University 
Museum’s excavations at Gordion have forever changed the physical and 
social landscape of this traditional agricultural and pastoral region of 
Anatolian Turkey. With the discovery of the Phrygian capital, and Tumulus 
MM (the so –called “Midas Mound MM”), a dig house complex was 
established and a small local museum constructed in 1963; that latter in the 
hopes of attracting Turkish and foreign visitors to the citadel site, the village 
of Yassıhöyük and the Polatlí region in general. In preparation for the changes 
to come, the architecture and planning departments of METU (Middle East 
Technical University) produced one of its first documentary studies of a 
traditional Turkish village (Yassıhöyük) in 1961.

Despite the predictions of heritage tourism, development in the region has 
been slow. The Midas Mound MM and museum complex with its local 
café remain isolated from the Gordion citadel, village and excavation “dig 
house”. Although the Museum’s collection offers and excellent cross-section 
of the cultural diversity of the region, the complex is in need of renovation 
and rethinking in terms of a new vision of visitor experience and amenities. 
Recently renewed archaeological and conservation activities at the citadel 
offer an exciting potential for Turkish and foreign visitors and the need for 
new developments in the form of a visitors’ or information centre and other 
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Thereafter regroupings may be best for ongoing work so that all students are 
informed about all four topic areas and other issues that arise, and can also 
contribute to the debate within the overall strategic planning for the future of 
the heritage site. 

The work program will build on available research work from both the Penn 
Architectural Conservation Laboratory and Penn Museum and on studies of 
the local villages and sites conducted by METU, the Turkish Antiquities and 
other Government authorities. Copies of the Penn Preservation 2006 Gordion 
Study document and the University Museum “Gordion Excavation Project 
Strategy 2011-2015” document have been given to each student member of the 
class. 

Lectures by members of the University Museum, METU, other Museum 
curators, dig-site project coordinators, archaeologists and anthropologists 
from Turkey and elsewhere with knowledge of local village communities and 
others, will be arranged during the semester, here at Penn and in Turkey. 

 Lectures by members of the University Museum, METU, other Museum 
curators, dig-site project coordinators, archaeologists and anthropologists 
from Turkey and elsewhere with knowledge of local village communities and 
others, will be arranged during the semester, here at Penn and in Turkey. 

THE TEAM

The student team is composed of seven dual degree students and one 
other person with a background in Classics-Material Culture, History and 
Literature, currently registered at Penn in the Architecture program. With 
the combinations of disciplines across Architecture, Landscape Architecture 
and Historic Preservation, the class should be well served for interdisciplinary 
research and strategic planning. 

The students who have agreed to join the projects are as follows:

A -  Joint degrees in Landscape Architecture and Architecture

 KARLI MOLTER  
 graduating May 2011 molterka@design.upenn.edu

 JAMES HOWER 
 graduating May 2010 jaho@design.upenn.edu

 ABIGAIL SMITH – graduating May 2012   
 abigs@design.upenn.edu

B - Joint degrees in Architecture and Historic Preservation

 NATHANIEL ROGERS 
 graduating May 2011 rogersn@design.upenn.edu

 BETTY PRIME
 graduating May 2011 pbetty@design.upenn.edu

C - Degree in Historic Preservation with  
 Undergraduate Degree in Architecture

 AYSEM KILINC-UNLU 
 graduating May 2011 aysem@design.upenn.edu

 JOSEPH TORRES 
 graduating May 2011 jtorr@design.upenn.edu

D - Degree in Architecture, Undergraduate Degree in Classic – 
 Literature, History, and Material Culture

 KATHRYN RUFE  
 graduating May 2012 krufe@design.upenn.edu

The above shows that with James Hower and Abigail Smith (ARCH + LARP) 
and Kate Rufe (ARCH), we will have continuity into 2012 with three students, 
for any ongoing work phases.

Frank Matero recommends Aysem Kilinc-Unlu as the Teaching Assistant to 
me for the course as she is Turkish speaking. I will ask Bill Braham to appoint 
Kate Rufe as Teaching Assistant for continuity for 2011-2012.

Frank Matero intends that he and Ayse Gursan Salzmann would travel 
with me and the eight students to Turkey early in the Spring Semester. Ayse 
Salzmann is the Assistant Director of the Gordion Project and knows the area 
and the project extremely well. 

tourism amenities. The excavation house complex itself a traditional example 
of local vernacular design and planning, desperately needs rehabilitation 
and expansion to meet the needs of a new generation of researchers and an 
expanded archaeological and conservation teaching program that is planned. 

In order to insure development that is economically viable and both culturally 
and environmentally sensitive at the local and regional level, a small team of 
faculty and students have been assembled to study the planning and design 
needs for the “Gordion Heritage Complex” including the local museum, 
Midas Mound MM, citadel, and excavation house complex in the context of 
the Yassıhöyük village and the surrounding landscape. This work is intended 
to build upon and expand the current Gordion Regional Conservation and 
Management Plan (METU) and the Citadel Conservation Program (Penn).

WORK PROGRAM

It is proposed that initial phases of research be subdivided into four main 
topic areas as follows:
A - The Gordion Archaeological Site within its broader rural landscape 
setting, current land-use patterns, connection to other heritage cities, future 
strategies for increased tourism impact etc.
B - The “Dig house” complex –current facilities, possible future developments 
including the potential of use of neighboring buildings for storage, work areas 
etc.
C - The local communities, their cultural heritage, The Yassıhöyük village and 
the town of Polatlí and the impact of increased tourism in the area, increased 
local home industries etc.
D - The local museum, its facilities and display systems and possible future 
development strategies relative to current trends in archaeological site 
museums. 

As we have a student group of eight, each with specialized experience in one 
or more of the above study areas it would seem logical for the class to work in 
pairs, focusing on the above topic areas for the first two weeks’ of the semester 
and during the visit to the site in the first days of February. 



possibility of an interpretive center / museum to increase the range of visitor 
experience relative to the Gordion Citadel site. Preliminary design / feasibility 
studies for both the upgrading the existing museum complex and a possible 
Citadel museum / interpretative center will be made.

Parallel studies for the Midas Mound MM (Tumulus MM) site and other 
possible site elements or vantage points should also be made.

TRAVEL

The Department of Landscape Architecture has set Spring Break or the week 
of January 29 (Saturday) to February 6 (Sunday) as the time for all elective 
studios to arrange any local overseas travel. The Department of Architecture 
has set Spring Break for any overseas travel. Historic Preservation intends 
using only Spring Break.

While Spring Break travel avoids any disruption to classes and studios, travel 
to Gordion during Spring Break (March 5-13) would be very late for the 
Gordion.

Dates have been checked with all the students involved in possible travel for 
studios other than in Spring Break and there appear to be no clashes.

The following travel times have therefore been set.

Friday  January 28 Leave Philadelphia
Saturday  January 29 Arrive Ankara late afternoon, 
    Evening –site seeing
Sunday  January 30 Visit Ankara Anatolian   
    Civilizations Museum
    Afternoon and evening –site sseeing
Monday  January 31 Morning lectures at METU on  
    Turkish archaeological sites
    Afternoon –leave Ankara for Gordion 
site (1 hour travel)
Tuesday  February 1 Work at Gordion
Wednesday February 2 Work at Gordion
Thursday  February 3 Work at Gordion
Friday  February 4 Morning –work at Gordion
    Afternoon –leave Gordion for Ankara
Saturday  February 5 Leave Ankara (morning flight)
Sunday  February 6 Arrive Philadelphia (late afternoon)

At time of writing this course outline the Lufthansa Airlines services through 
Frankfurt/Munich appear to be the most advantageous for travel costs and 
schedules. All airline flight costs, hotel costs in Ankara and Polatlí and basic 
meal costs are covered by the course budget. 

COURSE ADMINISTRATION

With Frank Matero’s overview, I will run the course, doing all the preparation 
and day-to-day administration during the December 2010 to May 31, 2011 
period.

The end products of the course will be materials that can be presented to all 
stakeholders in the project, both locally and in Turkey at the end of the Spring 
Semester and in more final form early in the summer. 

My local, USA cell phone is 215-370-45216. My Penn email address is 
falckda@pobox.upenn.edu. I personally prefer to use my cell phone rather 
than email while in the USA.

Frank Matero has appointed Aysem Kilinc-Unlu as our Teaching Assistant 
for the course. Her email address is aysem@design.upenn.edu. Frank Matero’s 
email address is fgmatero@design.upenn.edu

CONCLUSIONS

This should be a great collaborative, interdisciplinary research and design 
project for both the students in the team, in the School of Design and for all 
others involved. 

Please do not hesitate to bring forward your own creative ideas in relation 
to any aspects of the course –we all stand on the shoulders of others in the 
pursuit of knowledge and inventive inspiration.

Frank Matero
Lindsay Falck

21 December 2010

RESEARCH END-PRODUCTS

Working within the four basic study areas outlined previously, the team 
would prepare the following documentation in the form of reports, diagrams, 
accurate scale drawings, renderings and possibly animations related to the 
following:

A - The Gordion Archaeological landscape ecology including climate, 
vegetation, animal and human habitats, surface water, sub-surface water, 
surface geology and sub-surface geology; the establishment of “eco-rooms” on 
the site; agricultural activity on various parts of the site; movement patterns 
on the site (animal paths, vehicular tracks, roads etc.); energy potential (hours 
of sun, geothermal etc.); vistas and views; prominent landscape features and 
characteristics, and other factors.

All the above in terms of past, existing, and possible future conditions
B - The “Dig-house” complex and adjacent structures of potential interest. A 
review of all available plans, elevations, sections, survey drawings, past and 
present photographs and other record documents including title deeds etc. 

If full record drawings are available the dimensions, use factors etc, service 
elements etc. should be verified and brought up to date. If available documents 
are not sufficient, a complete site and building survey would have to be 
undertaken.

Existing use factors and anticipated future needs would be recorded and a 
“future-use” program established as a basis for alternative physical design 
proposals made for presentation to the user groups and the project donor.

C - The cultural heritage of local communities would be very sensitively 
researched, mainly through the work done previously by Evin Erder of METU 
and Ayse Gursan Salzmann / Betty Prime in the adjacent villages and towns, 
working on the basis that eventual responsibility for the Archaeological site 
and its heritage will transfer to the Turkish government and through those 
authorities, down to the local communities.

D - The local Site Museum, its current location and physical condition, its 
contents and display systems, possible future changes to both context and 
content relative to parallel trends in Archaeological site museums, display 
strategies, local community participation etc. The class will also explore the 
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Gordion's landscape, museum, buildings, 
and modern-day village were each surveyed 
and evaluated with the potential for a more 
integrated and resilient whole in mind.  
How, at a variety of scales and modes, could 
we conceive and implement an infrastructure 
for tourism, archeological activities, and village 
reinvestment that preserves, connects  
and renews? 

Here, we present our findings  
and proposals, organized by theme.
In four areas of inquiry:

1. Landscape

2. Museum

3. Buildings

4. Village

All as established in the introductory  
course outline. 



THE GORDION INTERVENTION MATRIX
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the Surrounding Landscape 

Informing
Turkish Tour Guides

Our oversimplified guide to whose interest falls on our scale and intensity hierarchies
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THE GORDION INTERVENTION MATRIX  
has been designed to relate all interventions 
proposed in this document on the following 
scales:

IMPACT
Soft ------------------------------------------- Hard

SIZE
Large ----------------------------------------- Small

At the conclusion of the 4 sections described: 

Landscape
Museum
Building
Village

a matrix will be found, describing where specific 
inventions for that topic are found with-in the 
whole of our proposal. This is to demonstrate 
a strategy that has been designed to imagine 
interventions which range in scale, impact on 
the landscape, and budget. Thus, allowing for an 
understanding of how each intervention affects 
another —granting opportunity for a holistic 
design & planning process.

LANDSCAPE

BUILDING

MUSEUM

VILLAGE





LANDSCAPE





The Gordion landscape is a composition of many different elements that trace the site’s history 

from the ancient past to today. Having served as regional capitol and urban tradecenter, domain 

of a migratory river, and sustenance producer for many in the area, this land is a testament to 

the varying needs of the Turkish people. Such a rich history carries with it great challenges in 

designing and constructing a way for visitors to properly understand the site. To the untrained 

eye it currently appears to be a jumble of features, a tumulus here, river there, village further 

in the distance. In order for the Gordion landscape to be understood in time and space, the 

disparity of its many elements must be nurtured together into a cohesive whole. We propose 

that the landscape present visitors with a narrative that tells the story of the site by making use 

of powerful vantage points linked by a continuous trail. Key moments for a visitor will occur 

while at the Gordion museum, respectfully observing life in the existing village, at a new visitors 

center, and on a short hike that circumnavigates the citadel mound. This walk will climax at the 

Citadel gate, the best preserved and most impressive standing structure available for observation. 

Gordion’s past is marked by the infusion and lull of farming and development, and it is through 

this proposed journey that we intend to tell the complex story of events that have unfolded here 

over millennia past.
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surrounding Tumuli Citadel Mound

Arrival Perspective:
entry road looking west
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on top of Citadel Mound, near the Gate, looking east

Main Excavation Site Perspective:
looking east at Terraces, towards Midas Mound MM and the Gordion Museum
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Citadel Mound Perspective:
looking out over main Excavation Site to surroundings
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Central Anatolian Plateauu

Ankara

Istanbul

Gordion

Sakarya River

Central Anatolian Plateau:
climate and precipitation

The elevated Central Anatolian Plateau is considered the heartland of 
Turkey. This region varies in elevation from east to west, rising from 600 to 
1200 meters. Relative to other regions of Turkey, Central Anatolia receives 
little annual precipitation, averaging just 30 cm per year. The region has 
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reductions in crop yields for both dry and irrigated agriculture. The lack of 
substantial root structure, along with overgrazing, has contributed to soil 
erosion on many parts of the plateau, and necessitating close regulation by 
farmers in order to ensure fruitful harvests. In general, the plateau experiences 
very high temperatures and little to no rainfall in the summer, while winters 
tend to be cold with heavy snowfall.

Top: As surrounding tectonic plates exerted 
pressure, the Central Anatolian plain became 
ringed by three prominent mountain ranges 
along the Turkish border. The Anatolian 
plateau is characterized by rolling grassy 
lowlands. 

Bottom: Diagram showing the Central  
Anatolian plain situated among Turkey’s major 
rivers. Gordion is located near the center.
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Mountain ranges as a result of 
collision with the Eurasian,
African, and Arabian plates.

Resulting high-elevation
Anatolian PlateauCentral Anatolian Plateau:

geological formation

Gordion is located on the Central Anatolian Plateau which is part of the 
Anatolian tectonic microplate. The Eurasian, African, and Arabian plates 
meet in Turkey, causing the Anatolian microplate to evolve in response to 
subduction, collisions, and transcurrent motion. Western Turkey recorded 
deformation, magmatism, and metamorphism during collisions, and is now 
dominated by extensions. The Central Anatolian Plateau was and is still 
being formed by ongoing collisions with the Arabian/African and Eurasian 
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Central Anatolian Plateau and the mountain ranges that surround it.

Top: Satellite image showing the mountain 
ranges within Turkey and their relationship to 
the Central Anatolian Plateau. 

Bottom: Gordion is surrounded by a diverse 
geology and tectonic activity, which has 
shaped both the geography and culture of the 
Central Anatolian Plain
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Sakarya River:
the river changing courses over time

The Gordion landscape is comprised of a diversity of notable geographic 
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base on which both Yassíhöyük and the Gordion remains sit. Slicing 
through the plateau is the Sakarya River, whose course shifted over several 
thousands of years, changing the pattern of development in the area. One 
major challenge presented by the landscape is the considerable distance 
between elements of import. The museum, currently located at the base 
of Midas Mound MM, is outside of Yassíhöyük, which is separated from 
the citadel and proposed site of the visitor center. Bringing these features 
together to be experienced in a linear fashion will greatly enhance both 
enjoyment and understanding to all of those visiting Gordion.

Top Right: View of Sakarya River looking 
north towards bridge. 

Bottom Right: Detail images of the river’s 
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Top Left: View of Sakarya River from the 
western edge of the Citadel Mound. 

Bottom Left: Diagram representing the shift-
ing course of the river over time. 
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Gordion Vegetation:
plant typologies
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climatic conditions. Plains and river basins constitute the dominant 
land formations, with their boundaries determined by plateaus. The 
primary and most accessible geological formations in the region consist 
of young alluvial deposits, comprised primarily of gypsum and saline. 
The plateau contains many alkaline rivers which largely dictate the type 
of surrounding vegetation growth by the amount of salt they deposit 
in nearby soil. The constraints of low rainfall, saltwater deposits, and 
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environment for cultivation. Plant life is typically small and grassy, there 
is not enough water for woody plants, and productive fruits are rare 
in this local region. Land irrigation and grazing can easily destroy the 
productivity of farmland for years, making crop rotation and management 
essential. While livestock farming is present, the land condition prevents 
the cultivation of massive herds and limits animal types to smaller sizes, 
such as sheep.

Top: Tumuli in the distance of the agricultural 
landscape. Grasses, wheat and barley are the 
prominent plants that are grown in this area. 

Bottom Left: Both crop farming and livestock 
are vital forms of agriculture that allow this 
area to survive. Both types of farming have 
potential detrimental effects on the archaeo-
logical sites and greater landscape. 

Right: Native vegetation to the area that has 
the ability to help prevent erosion from agri-
culture methods. Photo credits: Naomi Miller. 
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TAENIATHERUM CAPUT-MEDUSAE

*PHOTO CREDITS: NAOMI MILLER

GLYSCYRRHIZA ECHINATA

HORDEUM GENICULATUM

SALVIA CRYPTANTHA

ASTRACANTHA SP

CENTAUREA PSEUDOREFLEXA

PARONYCHIA SP

CYNANCHUM ACUTUM
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Museum. This is currently the home for the display of artifacts collected 
from the site as well as a place for visitors to learn about Gordion and 
the region. Placed near the base of the Midas Mound MM, the museum 
allows a short walk to the top of the mounds for a panoramic view of 
the larger region. Midas Mound MM is the only mound accessible to the 
public. One can walk directly into the center of the mound and observe 
the preserved remains of a royal Phygian tomb. Aside from experiencing 
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Citadel, or center of the ancient city. It is here that excavated megarons, 
terraces, and Gate, the largest excavated structure at the Citadel, are 
visible for public viewing. Our proposal for the Citadel includes the 
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circumnavigates the excavation site. This addition will bring visitors closer 
to the excavation and increase their understanding of the ancient city. 

Key Features:
visitor experience of Gordion

Top: Entrance to the Midas Mound MM from 
the Gordion Museum. (location 1. on map) 

Center: View of the Citadel Gate from outside 
of the excavation area. (location 2. on map) 

Bottom: View of Terrace 4 from the top of the 
Citadel Mound. (location 3. on map)
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Visitor Accessibility:
current condition

1

3

4

2

The current conditions of Gordion’s public interface make for a challenged 
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Citadel Mound, publicly accessible buildings are limited around the edge 
of the ancient city. Currently existing are paths that rise to the top of either 
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of the Citadel Mound. Limited signage suggests an observation route and 
offers minimal facts. To prevent visitors from entering the excavation site, 
a barbed wire fence was erected in the early 1970s. 

With the addition of a visitor’s center, interest and accessibility to the 
Citadel Mound will be greatly improved. Visitors will now have access 
to an educational experience directly adjacent to the excavation, and 
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the top of the Citadel will lead visitors around the city in the most 
optimal way for understanding the site, with improved signage and 
pavilion waysides for greater comfort.

Top: Access road to the Citadel Mound and to 
the Museum. (location 1. and 2. on map) 

Center: Stairs that lie on both sides of the 
Citadel Gate to access the top of the Mound. 
(location 3. on map) 

Bottom: Current state of signare located 
around the perimeter of the Citadel Mound. 
(location 4. on map)
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There are three proposed circuits for visitors to choose from to 
personalize their experience while at Gordion. The shortest route is the 
Gate Circuit, the Excavation Perimeter Circuit focuses on providing 
an understanding of not only the ruins of the site, but also the process of 
the excavation itself, and the Full Circuit gives an in-depth view of the 
Citadel Mound as a whole and the greater landscape beyond. 

Proposed Circuits:
NEW visitor experience of Gordion
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Excavation Perimeter Circuit

Full Circuit
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Existing Structure

Excavated Area
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Modified Sheds

Gate

Double Pavilion

Visitor’s Center



A new Visitors’ Center across from the Citadel Mound will 
provide a key entry point to the site that will connect it with the 
Museum and Village nodes. It will act as a place for visitors 
to situate the Citadel Mound within the larger context through 
exhibition photographs, a model, views out towards the mound 
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refreshment stand and a cool place to sit in the shade, giving a new 
face to the road entering Gordion. 

Visitors’ Center:
entry point for all circuits

Left: Existing condition of where the potential 
Visitors’ Center could be located. 

Right: Location of Visitors’ Center has the 
opportunity to open views towards the Citadel 
=���	
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Proposed Visitors’ Center
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1 m     2 m              4 m                              8 m      
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2. Model

3. Refreshment Stand

4. Covered Outdoor Seating
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8. Restroom
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The Gate Circuit is for the visitor who is visiting on a strict time 
constraint or who may not be physically able to walk the longer 
routes. It starts at the Visitor’s Center, continues along the road 
to the Citadel Gate, and then up the side stairs to come to the 
viewing platform that overlooks the terraces and megarons at the 
closest point to the perimeter of the main excavated area. 

Gate Circuit:
abbreviated archaeological experience

Gate
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Existing Structure

Excavated Area
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Gate Circuit:
abbreviated archaeological experience

1 

View of the road as it bends around the  
Citadel Mound that connects the Visitors’ 
Center to the Citadel Gate.

2 
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structures on the top of the Mound.

2

1

1

2
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Gate Circuit:
abbreviated archaeological experience

4

3

3

4

3 

Wall remains become more exposed as the 
visitor nears the Gate.

4 

The Citadel Gate emerges into view.



Gate
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Gate Circuit:
abbreviated archaeological experience

5 

With minimal alterations, the existing storage 
sheds have the potential to become a place to 
rest along all of the proposed circuits. 

5

5
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Shed Extension:
a new place for rest along the path

Existing Condition Proposed Alteration

expanded roof for shade

Repurposed Sheds 
for Rest Station
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visitors to spend an extended amount of time touring the Citadel Mound. 
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alterations to provide a more pleasurable visitor experience by creating a 
place to sit, and take in the surroundings under shade. The existing sheds 
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and the roof could be extended to provide shade. The second building 
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archeologists during the winter. 
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6
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6

���
<��
$�����
;������
%��
�
�������

panoramic view out over the main excavation 
site and towards the back of the Citadel Gate.  
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Excavation Perimeter Circuit

%�#�&������

Existing Structure

Excavated Area

'��#��������"����
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The Excavation Perimeter Circuit departs from the Visitor’s Center 
and follows the previous route’s path to the Citadel Gate. From there, 
it departs up the stair to the right of the Citadel Gate to move around 
the northern rim of the main excavation area. Soon after reaching the 
top of the mound, there is a chance for the visitors to interact with the 
archaeologists on site during dig seasons under an extended shade 
structure at the top of the dump truck access point. 

Excavation Perimeter Circuit:
full perimeter of excavation site

Gate
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Excavation Perimeter Circuit:
full perimeter of excavation site

The tiled images show images of key views 
that are experienced along the Gate Circuit, 
and repeated at the start of the Excavation 
Perimeter Circuit.
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Gate
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Combined Pavilion:
a place for interaction between visitors and archaeologists

The existing design for the viewing pavilions could be elaborated to create 
larger areas of shade for full tour groups to gather beneath. The area on the 
top of the Mound near the access road for dump trucks would be an ideal 
location for the combined structures. At this location, archeologists can easily 
enter and exit the Mound to interact with the visitors during dig seasons. 

Above: An overall view of 3 viewing pavilions 
combined to create the pavilion.

Above Right: The design of a single canopy 
structure by Lindsay Falck and Betty Prime. 

1

The dump truck access road that reaches the 
top of the Citadel Mound.  

1
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Excavation Perimeter Circuit:
full perimeter of excavation site

2

As you move along the north rim of the 
perimeter, the back of the Citadel Gate 
immediately comes into view. 

3

The greater landscape becomes more appar-
ent as you near the center of the Mound.

2

3

2

3

Gate
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Excavation Perimeter Circuit:
full perimeter of excavation site

5
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comes into view.

4

5

4

From the western perimeter edge, the layer-
ing of time becomes apparent in the wall 
structures.

5 4

Gate
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Excavation Perimeter Circuit:
full perimeter of excavation site

6

The visitor experiences the landbridge 
that crosses the main excavated area and a 
smaller excavated area just south. 

7

The back of the Citadel Gate reappears, and 
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becomes apparent. 

6

6 7

7

Gate
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Excavation Perimeter Circuit:
full perimeter of excavation site

8

A lookout point that puts the visitor near one 
of the largest, more preserved terraces. 

9

One of the most prominent viewing areas, 
the visitor becomes on access with the grid 
of the ancient city. This is also the end point 
for the Gate Circuit. 

8

8

9

9

Gate



58



59

This circuit is suited for the visitor who wishes to experience 
the Citadel Mound at their own pace without a guided tour. It 
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for exploration of the other, smaller excavated areas and edge of the 
mound. The true scale of the mound and regional landscape can be 
understood best through this circuit. 

Full Circuit:
experiential circuit of entire Citadel Mound

Gate

Full Circuit

%�#�&������

Existing Structure

Excavated Area

'��#��������"����
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2

6

3

7

4

8

Full Circuit:
experiential circuit of entire Citadel Mound

The tiled images show images of key views 
that are experienced along the Gate and 
Excavation Perimeter Circuit, and repeated  
at the start of the Full Circuit.
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Full Circuit:
experiential circuit of entire Citadel Mound

1
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excavation area at the shed structures. It 
moves beyond them to wrap around a smaller 
excavated area on the eastern edge of the 
Mound.

2

As the path criss-crosses over the mound, a 
better understanding of the larger landscape 
comes into view. 

1

2

1

2

2

1

Gate

1

2

4

3

67
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5

Another smaller, fascinating excavated area 
is able to be experienced that is located with 
a view of the river as well.

4

3
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Excavation Perimeter Circuit:
full perimeter of excavation site

3

The full scale of the mound also becomes 
understood as one moves across the depth of 
the Mound.

4

The smaller excavation areas are juxta-
posed with the modern village, Dig House, 
Museum, and mountainous terrain at the 
southern edge of the Mound. 

5

4

3



The tiled images show images of key views 
that are experienced along the Excavation 
Perimater Circuit, and repeated at the end of 
the Full Circuit.
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THE GORDION INTERVENTION MATRIX

LARGE-SCALE

SMALL-SCALE
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Dighouse Program
Reconfiguration 

Kazi Evi Depot Demolition
& New Construction

New Deck
at Kazi Evi 

Dighouse Alterations

New Depot
at School

School - Worksite 
Conversion

Depot Partitions

Policy Changes 
in the Village

Architectural Restoration
Across Entire Village 

Uniform Village
Redevelopment

Viewing Platforms

Citadel Mound
Path System

 

Shed Partitions

New Visitor
Center at Citadel

Mosaic Tapestry 

Update 
Museum 

Exhibition  

Commision New
Photography Exhibit  

ARCHEOLOGIST SUPPORT VISITOR INTERPRETATION LANDSCAPE INTERVENTION VILLAGE INTEGRATION NATIONAL TOURISM PLAN

Relocate Mosaic

NewMuseum

New Circulation Plan
for Museum Complex 

Interpretive Landscape
Signage 

New Cafe and
Museum Shop 

Relocate Museum
Depot 

Additional Gallery
Space 

Community Tours 
of Site

Eco-Tourism
 

Cultural &
 Geothermal Tourism

Hiking / Trekking Paths in
the Surrounding Landscape 

Informing
Turkish Tour Guides

Our oversimplified guide to whose interest falls on our scale and intensity hierarchies
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THE GORDION INTERVENTION MATRIX
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Viewing Platforms

Citadel Mound
Path System

 

New Visitor
Center at Citadel

ARCHEOLOGIST SUPPORT VISITOR INTERPRETATION LANDSCAPE INTERVENTION VILLAGE INTEGRATION NATIONAL TOURISM PLAN

Interpretive Landscape
Signage 

Hiking / Trekking Paths in
the Surrounding Landscape 

Our oversimplified guide to whose interest falls on our scale and intensity hierarchies

LANDSCAPE INTERVENTIONS
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MUSEUM
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The Gordion Museum is the primary resource for visitors to understand and enjoy the 

archaeological finds from the Gordion excavation site. The museum’s purpose is to engage and 

educate visitors while tying together the multiple nodes of experience at Gordion. These nodes 

include the following experiences: viewing the excavation at the Citadel Mound, understanding the 

modern and historical landscape, and engaging with professionals and local residents.

We envision an improved museum experience through increased engagement with the  

landscape, narratives, excavation, artifacts, and stakeholders of Gordion. Our recommendations for 

the future of the museum aim for these goals on incremental scales of intervention. This proposal 

includes: new modes of graphic representation of the current exhibition, an additional exhibition 

introducing contemporary photographs and crafts, strong connection to the landscape of the ancient 

city, new circulation routes through the museum complex, or an entirely new museum building 

and depot workspace. By offering a variety of solutions, we hope that the museum will receive the 

attention it deserves, no matter what level of resource is available for its improvement.
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SITE
Orientation
Current Use Pattern
Opportunities and Under-Used Assets
Megaron II Floor Mosaic
Mosaic Treatment
Museum Exhibition
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MUSEUM CONTENTS

NARRATIVES 89

INTERVENTIONS
Strategy One
Strategy Two
Strategy Three
Strategy Four
Strategy Five
Strategy Six
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University of Pennsylvania Museum of  
Archeology & Anthropology Archives



MUSEUM
site



Actual Boundary
of Museum Boundary

Current Museum Site
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Orientation

Located on the main road entering the village of Yassíhöyük from Ankara, 
the Gordion Archaeology Museum is bordered by broad agricultural 
landscapes, the imposing Midas burial mound (Tumulus MM), and the edge 
of a small, rural township. Visitors approach the museum after driving past 
numerous smaller tumuli usually arriving from the town of Polatlí. The 
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entering Tumulus MM, enjoying the shade of the trees at museum complex 
and having refreshments at the cafe. Their visit typically lasts under 45 
minutes and they leave Yassíhöyük without traveling down to the citadel 
mound excavation site.

We believe that the visitor experience can be greatly enriched by providing 
an understanding of the landscape as connective tissue between the citadel 
mound and the outlying tumuli, and which juxtaposes ancient landforms 
with modern agriculture textures.



Midas Mound MM

Polatlí

��������	
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TYPICAL VISITOR’S PATH SEQUENCE, arrive by bus, visit museum & Tumulus MM, return to bus, depart



Polatlí '>��?�,��5���������	
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PARKING
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MOSAIC STORAGE

MOSAIC

DEPOT

RESIDENCE

RESIDENCE

TUMULUS 
MM

GARDEN

TOMB

TICKET
BOOTH
TOILET

COURT 
YARD

The museum complex consists of a variety of buildings and structures, all 
surrounded by a boundary wall. The museum building houses the main 
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are displayed separately, outside, under pavilion shelters. The storage depot 
at the rear of the complex contains a small conservation lab and catalogued 
artifacts not on public display, which is accessed only by special permit. 
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adjacent small storage building. All enclosed structures are made of mud-
brick or stone construction, some with the local vernacular. There are two 
residences on site, one of which houses the museum director’s family in the 
summer months.
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garden is located in a far corner of the complex.

The boundary of the museum’s property extends more than twice the area 
of the current walled site. This extends into the landscape to the southwest, 
and includes numerous smaller tumuli. Adjacent to the museum complex 
is a large paved parking lot and locally-owned cafe. Across the street is the 
gated entrance to Tumulus MM, which can be accessed with the same ticket 
to the museum exhibition.

Orientation

ORIGINAL
BUILDING
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Passage to Mosaics Depot

Museum
Seasonal
Housing
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VIEW SEQUENCE OF MUSEUM COMPLEX LOOKING SOUTHEAST



Perimeter
Gate

699

69
8

East Lot

Wall

Depot

Perimeter Fence  
& Grove

Seasonal
Residence
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VIEW SEQUENCE OF MUSEUM COMPLEX LOOKING SOUTHWEST



Lot

Depot

Grove of Trees

Museum

Mosaic

Passage

Storage
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Grove of Trees
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VIEW SEQUENCE OF MUSEUM COMPLEX LOOKING NORTHWEST



Polatlí
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RESIDENCE

RESIDENCE

PARKING

MUSEUM

DEPOT

STORAGE

GARDEN

MOSAIC

MOSAIC

TOMB

CAFE

BUS
PARKING

TUMULUS
MM

TICKET
BOOTH
TOILET

The current array of points of interest within the museum grounds creates a 
circuitous and redundant path of circulation for the visitor. We have observed 
that the typical visitor experience is limited to looping through the ticket 
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location and lack of signage for the two mosaics, tomb, and garden leave 
them often ignored. 

Archaeologists use the museum complex primarily for access to working 
with artifacts within the depot. The depot is guarded, accessed by permit 
�����
��	
�����	��
��
�����;����
�����
��
������
������
����������
��

digging resumes with increased intensity. 
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1. Arrive by vehicle

2. Buy ticket & use toilet

3. Visit museum

4. Possibly visit mosaics & tomb

5. Visit Tumulus MM

6. Return to vehicle

7. Depart

Current Use Pattern



Polatlí
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MUSEUM
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We believe that the museum complex has the potential to provide a strong 
educational experience for visitors as well as acting as an oasis of shade in 
the heat of the Turkish summer. Resources which are currently under-utilized 
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EMPTY LOT

The nearly empty eastern lot could potentially house a relocated and enlarged 
storage depot and workspace, including a conservation teaching lab.

MOSAIC
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and enlarging the circulation loop by adding an additional exit from the 
museum and preferably enclosing it in a dedicated space.

VEGETATION

With the relocation of the depot and removal of the rear wall, ample shade 
provided by dense vegetation has the potential to become picnicking and offer 
relaxing vantage points from which to contemplate the landscape beyond. 

Opportunities and 
Under-Used Assets

EMPTY LOT

MOSAIC
VEGETATION
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EMPTY LOT VEGETATIONMOSAIC
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of the most important and treasured artifacts which has come from the 
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recovered from the ancient world, dating to the 9th century BCE.

Discovered underneath the collapsed roof of Megaron II, the pavement 
is thought to depict the patterns of the textiles woven at Gordion. Textile 
production was a great contribution to Phrygian commerce, and remains 
today as an important regional and cultural art throughout Anatolia.

When the mosaic was lifted from its original position in 1963, some of the 
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displayed with little documentation at the museum. 

Megaron II Floor Mosaic

Tope image: Mosaic in situ
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Mosaic Treatment

Gordion's pebble mosaics are currently under study; however it is already 
clear that the Megaron II pavement will need to be conserved and  
re-installed in a closed space. The following are recommendations:
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 and loss of the mosaic pebbles.
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 museum visitor circulation and experience.
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 and animals.
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 accurate locations.
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 the mosaic to increase the legibility of the original pattern.
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GORDION MEGARON 2 MOSAIC PAVEMENT:
Conditions Graphic Glossary

Cavity: Areas of sub-surface loss

Concrete Fill: Areas where the 
original pebbles were missing and 
the lacunae have been filled with 
large aggregate cementitious mortar 
during re-installation.

Cracks: Linear breaks visible at the 
surface of the mosaic

Detached Pebbles: Pebbles that 
are still in their original location, 
but have lost their adhesion to the 
bedding layer

Deteriorated Pebbles: Pebbles that 
display damage as cracking and 
partial loss

Dimensional Loss: Areas of total 
loss of both pebbles and bedding 
mortar

Guano: Accumulation of  bird excre-
ment  from overhead perching on 
the shelter frame 

Exposed Rebar: Exposure of the  
ferrous reinforcement of the mo-
saic support

Lacunae: Areas where pebbles are 
missing

Micro-flora: Presence of algae and 
fungi due to excess moisture

Over-grout: Areas that have been 
covered over by a thin coating of 
cementitious grout

Note: In areas where there is no overlap between conditions or 
the area is too small, the hatch will appear as a solid color 

Moisture Staining: Discoloration 
of the mosaic due to the presence 
of moisture
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CURRENT CIRCULATION
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The current museum exhibition space is comprised of two rooms, 
including the original museum building and a later addition extending 
off the back. It is a modest building with glass and wood display 
cases and a clerestory. In the primary exhibition room, these cases 
are arranged radially around a large central post, which announces 
the donors for the museum. While artifacts are displayed in a 
�������������
��	���
����
��
��
�����
%��?;�	���
���
��
������
�

guide them through the exhibit. Visitors we observed meandered 
haphazardly by the cases, stopping only occasionally to look at a 
particular object more closely or to read one of the many panels of 
explanatory text. We felt that the exhibit fails to engage the visitor’s 
interest and that there is a burdensome amount of text to read, some of 
which is repeated in more than one display case.

Museum Exhibition

ROOM 02

ROOM 01
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SOUTHEAST WING EXHIBITION LAYOUT

MAIN EXHIBITION LAYOUT
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MUSEUM
narratives
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We feel that the Gordion Museum has great potential to engage 
visitors not only with the rich history of the ancient civilizations 
which once occupied this land, but also with the archaeological 
history of the site and the contemporary culture of Yassíhöyük’s 
modern inhabitants. Story telling through imagery, minimal text, 
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and excavation site is essential to achieving this goal. 

Embed Multiple Narratives  
Into Every Intervention
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Artifacts & Historic Resources Village of YASSIHÖYÜKExcavation History

History and Lore Citadel Mound Cultural Landscape
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MUSEUM
interventions
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Exhibition design at Ankara Museum

The most basic and essential intervention for improvement at the museum 
is a redesign of the existing exhibition. While the current exhibit provides 
information in chronological order, it is missing a level of engagement 
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focal point and misses the opportunity to introduce an ancient city and 
civilization with mythical tales and exciting history. We propose that these 
narratives become essential to engage the visitor, and that the exhibit 
become based around a graphical explanation of content as opposed to 
burdensome amounts of text. With inclusion of a large graphic timeline 
of Gordion’s past running throughout the exhibition, a visitor can readily 
locate artifacts within the context of archaeological strata and gain an 
understanding of the multiplicity of layers within the same dig site.

When comparing the Gordion Museum’s exhibition with that we found in 
the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations in Ankara, it becomes clear that 
the Ankara museum’s success has much to do with its careful presentation. 
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of how the modern and ancient periods were working within the same 
������
��
%���	
����
�
����������
�������
���������
���
�
��%��

designed exhibit at Gordion.

STRATEGY ONE:
Redesign Museum Exhibition & Graphics
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EXISTING EXHIBITION LAYOUT PROPOSED CHANGES

Landscape & dig wall paper photographs
Color stratum graphics
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CURRENT CIRCULATION & PROGRAM

The current array of points of interest within the museum grounds creates 
a circuitous and redundant path of circulation for the visitor. We have 
observed that the typical visitor experience is limited to looping through 
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and cafe. The location and lack of signage for the two mosaics, tomb,  
and garden allow them to be often ignored. 

By opening the southeast wall of the museum, a new circulation loop  
will be introduced that will include the mosaic and proposed additional 
exhibition space.

STRATEGY TWO:
Utilize Circulation to Promote Engagement
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Polatlí VILLAGE of Yassíhöyük
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PROPOSED CIRCULATION & PROGRAM
Repropose storage for additional exhibition 
space, break out back wall of museum 
for additional circulation to over looked 
exhibits.
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MEGARON II MOSAIC 
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II mosaic, we propose an improved display of primary and secondary 
documentation of the mosaic in a new enclosed space. 

This exhibit would include historic photographs of the mosaic in situ and the 
past lifting of the mosaic, as well as the enormous watercolor painting and 
other associated documentation.

We additionally suggest the display of contemporary local textiles alongside 
the mosaic, and the commission of local crafts women to weave a large 
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A renewed program of conservation of the mosaic should address its visual 
reintegration as a pavement.

STRATEGY THREE:
Encourage a Holistic Understanding 
through Supplementary Exhibitions

Watercolor painting of mosaic prior to  
lifting, by Joseph LastLocal and regional textile display
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Photographs of Rodney Young  
and his excavation, courtesy of the Gordion 
Archive at the University of Pennsylvania 
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
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drawings, visitors would gain a greater understanding of the role of 
archaeologists and conservators in uncovering the history of Gordion. 
We believe that the process and science of archaeological discovery, 
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of Gordion’s story, and would be of interest to visitors and scholars.

These sorts of primary documents are valuable in that they provide the 
context of the transformation of the excavation site from its uncovered 
state to its current state of exposure. They also give character to the 
otherwise faceless names of important contributors. Many of the 
historical photographs demonstrate the collaborative work between 
archaeologists, scholars, excavators, local and foreign workers.

Historical imagery displayed alongside of contemporary landscape 
photography would create a powerful juxtaposition of time, culture and 
place, which we feel is the essence of a true Gordion experience.

Excavation drawings
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Upper Left: Legibility with Indirect sunlight

Upper Right: Mosaic legibility in direct 
sunlight

Bottom: Current installation
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was lost and badly damaged. Today it exists in a fragmentary state, 
displayed with little documentation or visual integrity. Protected now by 
a  re-purposed asbestos-cement roof shelter, which leaks, we propose that 
the mosaic be given a new enclosure and protection from the weather. 
With the current, partial enclosure, harsh, direct sunlight and dark tree 
shadows prevent visitors from clearly viewing the mosaic patterns.

With a light-frame, translucent roof structure erected over the mosaic, 
with an internally draped canvas roof and four walls, the mosaic would 
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This canvas enclosure would provide additional shade and cooling to the 
museum complex while elevating the prominence of the mosaic within 
the museum exhibition.

STRATEGY FOUR:
New Housing for the Megaron II Mosaic
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Schematic drawings of a new, canvas 
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light under a translucent outer roof.

CANVAS SKIN
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VIEWING DECK & PATHS

LANDSCAPE VIEWER

TRANSPARENT FENCE
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of the ancient city and its monumental tumuli across the landscape. We 
see three critical scales of intervention at the museum site to connect the 
visitor to the surrounding landscape, which includes the citadel mound 
and river, ancient city boundaries, outlying tumuli, modern agriculture 
and the modern village of Yassíhöyük. 

The most primary is relocating the depot and replacing the wall at the rear 
of the site with a more transparent boundary. This would open the axis of 
the museum to connect with the citadel mound and historical landscape 
by providing views in the comfort of shade. This fence would continue 
to close the complex from wandering animals and satisfy government 
security measures. 

The second intervention would be to draw visitors to experience and 
understand the history of Gordion through a landscape viewing platform 
located on the spoil of a previously excavated tumulus. This would 
include a very minimal structure to provide shade (similar to those 
located on the citadel mound), explanatory signs which locate important 
historical land features, and an elevated boardwalk to discourage visitors 
from walking on archaeological ground.

A third intervention entails the addition of a deck to the rear of the 
museum. This deck would provide an additional shade canopy, and 
boardwalks which take their direction toward points of interest in the 
landscape.

STRATEGY FIVE:
Connect to the Landscape

Current Boundary



Citadel MoundGordion Settlement

VillageLandscape & Agriculture
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VIEWS FROM MUSEUM COMPLEX
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PROPOSED SITE PLAN

EXISTING SITE PLAN

At the largest scale of intervention, we propose that the existing museum 
complex be replaced with an updated, more cohesive, new museum 
design. Existing structures would be removed and replaced with an 
enlarged museum and depot which would provide greatly improved 
facilities for both visitor and archaeologist. New buildings would be 
constructed within the local vernacular of stone or compressed mud 
brick, and local workers would be commissioned as builders to create a 
sense of ownership and connection to Yassíhöyük.

The design and construction should represent a hybrid expression of 
vernacular traditions and sustainable "green" building practices.

STRATEGY SIX:
New Museum Complex

ENLARGED DEPOT (3x)

TRANSPARENT FENCE

PATHS to LANDSCAPE

PATIO

CONNECTIVE PATH 
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The proposed massing study for the museum is based on a central axis, 
connecting Tumulus MM, the museum collection, the landscape and citadel. 
Visitors are greeted with a shaded patio, restrooms and an informational ticket 
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begins in the lobby with the mythical tales and lore of Gordion’s famous 
characters and continues from there in a chronological loop from the Bronze 
age to the Ottoman Empire. By placing the Megaron II Mosaic at the center 
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either side with artifact display galleries. The rear of the museum is opened 
to the exterior with a glass curtain wall which provides access to a back patio, 
giving further vantage toward the citadel mound. The rear of the new museum 
additionally contains a large gallery space which can be used to display a 
modern and historical photography exhibit and to host special events.

STRATEGY SIX: 
New Museum Building

MUSEUM PLAN MUSEUM CIRCULATION

GALLERY ROMAN STRATA

GALLERY ACHAEMENID 
STRATA

VIEWING DECK

PATHS TO  
VIEWING PAVILIONS

GALLERY HELENISTIC 
STRATA

GALLERY IRON AGE STRATA

MOSAIC

LOBBY

GALLERY OTTOMAN STRATA

INTRODUCTION / LORE

GALLERY BRONZE AGE 
STRATA

TICKET & OFFICE REST ROOMS

PORCH

EVENT SPACE &  
PHOTOGRAPHY

PATH TO TUMULUS MM
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THE GORDION INTERVENTION MATRIX
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Our oversimplified guide to whose interest falls on our scale and intensity hierarchies
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MUSEUM INTERVENTIONS

THE GORDION INTERVENTION MATRIX
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BUILDINGS
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The two sets of buildings surveyed were the Kazi Evi—or Dig House—complex with its six 

buildings, and the Village school yard, which contains two buildings. The school yard buildings 

are the abandoned traditional “old” school, built of stone, and the 1960’s concrete “new” school. 

The Penn Museum has immediate purview over the Kazi Evi complex: this has been the base of 

Museum operations at Gordion since Rodney Young’s time. The Museum’s team of archeologists, 

conservators, and administrators make their home here during the excavation season, and all 

work not carried out at the citadel mound or museum takes place here as well. The school yard 

and its buildings are owned by the state, but executive control over them is maintained by the 

Office of the District Governor of Polatlí. While not of great age, both complexes are architecturally 

significant. This report and feasibility study proposes the transition of all artifact storage and 

work-related activities from the Kazi Evi to the school yard, as a way to engage with the village 

and integrate heritage infrastructure at Gordion. This strategy is combined with renewal and 

sensitive reuse at the Kazi Evi for improved accommodation. The overall proposal addresses a 

number of stakeholders’ priorities regarding village investment and future increased excavation 

activity, and effectively stewards a set of important historical assets in Yassíhöyük.
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EXISTING FABRIC: KAZI EVI
      Dig House
      Depot
      Shed
      Garage
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BUILDING CONTENTS

EXISTING FABRIC: SCHOOL YARD
 “New” School
 “Old” School

133

PROPOSAL FOR REUSE & RENEWAL
 Depot
 Dig House
 “New” School Yard Complex
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Related to Archeological Research Programs and Community Outreach  
Possibilities:

�
 General – Terms of Reference

�
 University of Pennsylvania, Graduate Program in Historic Preservation    
 HSPV 740 Regional Planning Studio

�
 Principal Client: Penn Museum (University of Pennsylvania Museum       
 of Archeology and Anthropology) Gordion Program

�
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�
 No documentation was available to the team so,

Buildings Measured during period 30 January – 5 February:

�
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�
 School Yard: 

�
 Old School House - abandoned

�
 1960’s “New” School House – unused except for ad-hoc           
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Methods of Recording:

�
 Total Station surveying instrument

�
 Laser distance measurer & tape

�
 Photography

�
 Measuring Team: Nathaniel Rogers, Betty Prime

�
 Other Team Members: Fleet Hower, Aysem Kilinc, Karli Molter, Kate   
 Rufe, Abigail Smith, Joseph Torres

Buildings' Existing Fabric  
and Uses
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Kazi Evi documentation with total station, 
Karli Motler and John Hinchman.



The two complexes surveyed were the Kazi Evi, or Dig House (1) 
complex with its six buildings, and the Village school complex, 
which contains two buildings: the “old” school (2) built of stone in 
a vernacular style and the “new” school (3), which is of reinforced 
concrete construction and from the 1960’s. 

The Penn Museum has immediate purview over the Kazi Evi 
complex. This has been the base of Museum operations at Gordion 
since Rodney Young’s time. The museum owns the buildings 
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and thus held by the state.) This complex is where the Museum’s team 
of archeologists, conservators, and administrators live, and all work 
not carried out at the citadel mound or museum usually takes place 
here as well. 

The school yard and its buildings are, to our understanding, owned 
by the state as well, but executive control over them is maintained by 
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town of Polatlí have control over the buildings’ future. Some minimal 
rehabilitation was recently completed at the University’s expense to 
create temporary accommodations for conservators on the Penn team. 
Modular partition walls were installed in two classrooms and rest 
rooms were renovated and upgraded for accommodation use. 

The existing material conditions across these buildings varies. At the 
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and the construction is generally mud brick with a lime plaster, 
deterioration processes are much advanced in certain locations. The 
“old” school is essentially abandoned and has had no maintenance 
for some time. The New School is currently clean and in good, 
serviceable condition.

Site: Existing Fabric 

moloz alan

SU KULES˜
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Map of Yassíhöyük, highlighting the School 
and Kazi Evi Complexes. Structures pochéd in 
black were surveyed and later translated into 
measured drawings.

SCHOOL YARD

MUSEUM

DIG HOUSE

1

3

2



HOUSE & DEPENDENCIES: DRAWINGS DESCRIPTION

With its massing and main façade modeled after one of the larger traditional 
houses in the village (immediately to the southeast of the school yard), the 
“dig house” is constructed of load-bearing mud brick walls with typical white 
plaster cover and a hipped red-tile roof. It is organized on a symmetrical plan 
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FIRST FLOOR: the plan includes circulation, kitchen, an all-purpose 
workroom, and a series of smaller service rooms and closets. The south wing 
contains two bedrooms while the north wing contains the “map room,” the 
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SECOND FLOOR: contains four larger bedrooms between the two wings, 
and holds the current dining room and two smaller single-person bedrooms, 
generally occupied by higher-level members of the team. Two similarly sized 
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DEPOT: a long, thin building in plan with a double-door entrance to the main 
storage interior. It is used for storing found-artifacts that are of lesser museum 
importance. There are a number of windows fronting the Kazi Evi court. On 
the east façade, two windows and a door have been blocked in with bricks for 
added security. A small room for lodging at the south end contains a closet and 
four windows afford generous daylight. Ranging along the western (courtyard) 
façade is a concrete knee-wall with ten extending buttresses. This was added to 
stabilize an emerging wall bulge at some point in the past.

“SHED”: a simple building with an exposed ceiling (the roof was replaced 
summer 2010.) In the past, it has functioned as a bunkhouse for females or 
males during summer seasons and contained approximately 10 bunks. It should 
be noted that this building appears to have been purpose-built for storage, and 
the windows are low and small.

GARAGE: Toilet block is the most recent of the complex’s “traditional” 
structures. The west wing was added in 2009, containing three showers, four 
toilets, and an anteroom with a sink. This is also the only building with plumbed 
water. A solar hot water heating system installed on the roof supplies hot water 
to the showers. The on site well that supplies this water is reportedly safe for 
drinking, but is not drunk by occupants of the complex due to its bad taste. 

The entire complex sits on an ancient tumulus cemetery.

Dig House Complex

Entrance to Kazi Evi Complex

HOUSE: contains kitchen, dining, and primary lodging for the team

DEPOT: subdivided into a main area for storage of uncataloged  
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  been used for accommodation in the summer in past years.

GARAGE: Toilet Block: Contains facilities for the complex and is the  
    only location with running water. Subdivided into a garage for the  
     Museum’s truck, a restroom and shower block, and a small dwelling  
     unit for the representative from the Ankara Museum.

PREFABRICATED METAL OFFICE: was erected within the last  
 15 years on a concrete apron, and consists of a single room for  
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FORMER OUTHOUSE: currently used for storage (not surveyed)

117



118



Dig House Complex

1) DIG HOUSE

2) STORAGE

3) GARAGE

4) PRE-FABRICATED BUILDING

5) DEPOT

6) SHED

Left: View of the Kazi Evi Complex includ-
ing the depot, storage shed, bathrooms, and 
dig house.

Right: Site Plan of Kazi Evi (Dig House) 
Complex.
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The dig house performs a variety of roles, serving as shelter for sleeping, 
leisure, dining and working for various members of the Gordion team. During 
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via the single, narrow stair. The existing kitchen space is small and contains 
rather basic furniture and amenities. All water used for food preparation, dish 
washing, and drinking is brought to the complex via large tanks set on car 
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up several water tanks in the kitchen by siphoning water from the tank trailers 
parked outside on higher ground adjacent to the depot. In the kitchen, water 
must be heated on the stove. 

Over the course of the house’s life, the interior spaces appear to have changed 
little in function or arrangement. The atmosphere is rustic and camp-like, with 
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work-centered nature of the complex and the summer sessions. However, 
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ad-hoc storage arrangements while various rooms and closets are under-
used or functionally obsolescent. There are a number of pattern and space 
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experience at Gordion for visiting workers while preserving the physical fabric 
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House

Front elevation of the Dig House, interior of 
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Top to bottom, left to right: existing kitchen 
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dining room, stairway looking down towards 
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collected from the citadel mound is a critical problem in the Depot. For the 
archeological team, which hopes to begin more intensive digging next year, 
renewed excavation is contingent upon solving storage issue beforehand. 
=���%�����
��
�������
	���
�������
����
�
�����;���
�����
��
	������	

maintenance and active deterioration may be accelerating. Observable 
conditions include the cracking of wall plaster inside and out, a collapsing lath 
and plaster ceiling, and the exposure of the mud brick to the elements, which 
will accelerate deterioration. While a conditions survey was beyond the scope 
of this survey work, the roof is reportedly in unsatisfactory condition, and the 
plaster ceiling is unstable. Nonetheless, the materials are simple and repair is 
straightforward. The building can be renewed without extraordinary measures.
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being considered currently is the demolition of the existing building and the 
construction of a new depot – with double the footprint – in its place. This is 
a direct and expensive solution which does not take into account the added 
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Depot

Top to bottom: left to right: Exterior view 
of existing depot at the Kazi Evi complex, 
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previous excavation.
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Garage

Top: Utilitarian building which houses one 
bedroom, garage, bathrooms, and showers. 

Bottom: Bathroom interior; constructed in 
the fall of 2009.

The Garage & Toilet block is the most up-to-date of the complex’s 
“traditional” structures. The west wing was added in 2009, containing 
three showers, four toilets, and an anteroom with a sink. This is also 
the only building with plumbed water. A solar hot water heating system 
installed on the roof supplies hot water to the showers. As noted, the 
onsite well that supplies this water is safe for drinking, but is not drunk 
by complex occupants due to a bad taste. 
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The shed has a new roof, but the exterior is in need of replastering.  
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Shed

Top to bottom: left to right: Storage building 
at dig house complex, interior of storage 
building

131



UP
UP

DN

0

SCALE 1:100     (APPROX. 1/8” = 1’)

4’ 10’ 20’

0 1 M 2.5 M 5 M

Work

Leisure/Dining

Sleeping

Service/Storage

�������	
�

Unused

Diagram of Existing Use at the 
Dig House Complex

This diagram of the Kazi Evi complex shows the current distribution of use 
among the buildings. With the prospect of renewed excavation, the complex 
is under extraordinary pressure to provide additional work, storage, and 
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of the courtyard walls.
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Map of School House Complex. Left-hand building (1) is currently 
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(2) side is the historic school house slated for use as a cooperative and 
women’s center by the village. 

Schoolyard Plan

1

2
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As noted, the school complex is comprised of two buildings: the old school 
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ground, is bounded by a low stonewall and contains several deciduous 
trees. The new school has load-bearing concrete walls with a painted stucco 
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smaller: a single volume of attractive exposed stone. 

In plan, the New school is a series of three classrooms, opening into a 
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the west. The showers, toilets, and the original furnace room are located in a 
projecting wing down some stairs from the main hall. Remarkably, the main 
entry to the school is located on the west side of the building, away from the 
old school and the road. 

The old school, while much smaller, is partitioned into a number of  
small rooms.

Schoolyard Drawings & Description

Top to bottom, left to right: New School House 
currently used by the conservation team for 
	���
�����������	��#�	������	������	�������-
doned.
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proposal for repurposed space

BUILDINGS
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Instead of demolishing the existing depot and building a larger one in its 
place, we focused our efforts on examining alternative options that expand 
the need for a new depot to the larger issues regarding the role of the Kazi Evi 
in the lives of its occupants and in relation to the village. Typically, life at the 
Kazi Evi is inwardly focused or directed west towards the Citadel Mound, and 
has little physical or social engagement with the village. Some work is done at 
the museum depots, but overall, the isolated setting of the complex on its own 
rise, looking at the back of the village, creates a physical and psychological 
disjunction. At the same time, as the recent construction of the prefabricated 
����������������$�	��	�����%�'��*�����	�����	�������
��		�������������
additional space that a new depot alone cannot solve. 

For instance, there are currently 21 beds in the house, with an average of 
+/�<�	�����������
�����������������=���������������	�������	��������������
depot. Past years have seen approx. 10 additional beds set up in the shed as 
the bunkhouse for males or females, but it comes as no surprise that this 
arrangement reportedly lacked privacy and personal space (and is less than 40 
sf/bed.)

The Penn team has recently invested minor funding in making the New 
?����������������������!�����	�����������	�
��	���	�	����
������	��
Occupants must walk several minutes to the dig house for their meals, the 
walk home at night after dinner is not optimal, and the visual presence 
of activity at the school - as an indicator of archeologists’ investment and 
engagement in the village - is minimal. 

It is important to recognize the architectural value in the Kazi Evi complex at 
present. While it was constructed in the mid-twentieth century, the complex 
is nonetheless a sympathetic and intact example of traditional village complex 

��������������������������	�������	��!��$������	������	�������
��������	�
and bounded by a solid wall. Aggregation of additional structures happens 
around the perimeter, leaving a congregational multi-use space in the center. 
This traditional plan has developed over time for multi-generational families 
where shared tasks take place, while in the case of the Kazi Evi it can perform 
�	����������	�����!�@���������������	
��������	������	�������
����	���$���
player in this overall relationship, and the demolition of it would mean not 
only the loss of a serviceable building, but a compromise to the overall design 
of the Kazi Evi. A two-story building in this location, on the courtyard’s 
highest ground, would be unsympathetic to the overall scale and existing 
relationships of the building's and the landscape.

Proposal for Repurposed Space

Kazi Evi Complex; side elevation of depot.
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Considering the space needs at the dig house complex and its lack of 
engagement with the village, we believe a single proposal solves both issues: 
moving work and storage-related program to the unused new school and 
school yard, which opens up the depot for conversion into adaptable living 
	
���	�����������	��������������	��	��������������
������������
����	�
optimal for housing: windows on both sides of the building allow for light and 
a cross-breeze. The long façade facing depot allows for separate entries and 
minimized interior circulation space. Each room may communicate to the 
courtyard through a small shared vestibule to afford some privacy. Exterior 
doors could be installed into existing window openings. The challenge here 
is to locate entries in window openings that didn’t coincide with concrete 
buttresses, so that the cost of demolition would be minimized and the knee 
wall left mostly intact. 

SCHEME 1 offers fewer, larger rooms with a communal or storage space 
through the existing double doors in the center. SCHEME 2 offers a greater 
variety of rooms to accommodate long-term and short-term stays for members 
of the excavation and conservation teams (larger rooms with more beds 
and less privacy for shorter stays.) SCHEME 3 considers the fact that the 
courtyard-facing side of the depot faces west and is therefore subject to solar 
loads from the afternoon sun although the mubrick has good thermal inertia. 
An extended roof overhang could shade the rooms from direct sun penetration, 
lowering the heat gains absorbed by the thermal mass of the walls. The 
shading of the space just outside the depot affords the opportunity to create 
an additional leisure zone: benches could be installed on the existing concrete 
buttresses as a sort of living room outdoors. Converting the depot to lodging 
�����	���������������������

��@��J+��������	�����+Q�	�����������
����������	�
would bring the total accommodation of the complex to 50, or 58 if you include 
8 permanent bunks in the shed.

Depot- Sleeping Arrangements

Shed – Sleeping Arrangements 

The shed has been used for accommodation in the past, but the building was 
not built for this purpose and it is not a commodious or especially domestic 
space. If use for lodging is necessary, we propose a vestibule and minimal 
partition wall, reaching only partway up to the roof, that creates some measure 
of privacy and reduces the number of beds per room but still allows ventilation.

��������	����������
�����
������$�	
����������	������
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especially as numbers on the excavation team increase in future summers. 
Even now, with a reduced staff, the upstairs dining room has proven to be 
�������������������������������������	����	
����������	������������������$�
must carry all the prepared food up the stairs, past a line of hungry waiting 
archeologists and conservators. The current catalog room is, as the plans show, 
��������	��	�������������������	����������������	��������������������������
of the entire team at mealtimes. 

The door between the catalog room and the back hall is out of use and has been 
turned into a bookshelf, but the work to make it operational again is minimal. 
This would create a dedicated service circulation path for the kitchen staff 
	������������$���������������������������������������������������V����������
propose turning the two north-facing windows of the catalog room into French 
doors to open the room to the garden immediately outside. Shaded by the two-
story house to the south, this is likely to be the coolest outdoor location in the 
���
��@������������������������������!�����������������������	��
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ADDITIONAL SCOPE - INTERIOR

Additional options in this proposal to move the dining facility downstairs 
include the removal of the brick column in the catalog room to make the space 
�����!�@�������������
���������������������������$���������������������
darkroom, which is currently obsolescent. Likewise, the existing pantry can 
be expanded into the existing closet and unused shower room, two spaces that 
are too small to serve any real purpose. The straightforward conversion of the 
shower room’s window into a door could allow outdoor service access closer to 
the kitchen and improves overall egress. 

House – Adaptation
ADDITIONAL SCOPE - EXTERIOR

We also propose an exterior stair that links the garden to the west loggia, 
where people traditionally gather at the end of the workday preceding 
dinner. This would create a linked series of outdoor spaces and increase the 
permeability of the house to its surrounding environment. We’ve included 
options for a hardscape element: a wooden deck or paved area that could hold 
furniture or dining tables and provide a ground-level communal gathering 
space for the evenings before or after dinner. We included two options: one 
carries the line of the house out to the courtyard wall, and could potentially be 
extended back to the northwest corner of the court. The other turns from the 
house to form a right angle with the courtyard wall. This would permit future 
extension of the existing shed. The existing trees are a valuable part of the 
complex, and any hardscape or deck proposal should take care to preserve and 
make use of them.
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PORCH & OUTDOOR BENCHES
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NOTE: Off-season, used for storage of 
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be maneuvered.
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MAKE DINING ROOM, ADD FRENCH DOORS
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ENLARGED KITCHED
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Diagram of Proposed Dining 
Alterations & New Deck Extension
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Diagram of Existing Use at the 
Dig House Complex

This diagram of the Kazi Evi complex shows the current distribution of 
use among the buildings. With the prospect of renewed excavation, the 
complex is under extraordinary pressure to provide additional work, stor-
���������	���
����	
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Diagram of Proposed Re-Program 
at the Dig House Complex

Comparing the existing and proposed use diagrams shows a  
renewed Kazi Evi with far more capacity for sleeping and dining,  
and a strengthened sense of community.
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The proposed reuse scheme at the Kazi Evi is only made possible by 
the migration of work and storage spaces offsite to the school. This 
diagram shows these orphaned spaces to the right, at scale, in relation 
to the school yard. The excavation team’s desired spatial needs for 
�����	��������������������������������������	�����������������������
	���������
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the enlarged rebuilt depot would have been at the Kazi Evi. In the 
school buildings themselves, current uses are shown, with the color 
for “sleeping” noted in the recently partitioned classrooms.

Site Plan of New Proposal for 
School House Complex
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How can we envision the school yard as a new node in the village that brings 
together the patterns of tourists, villagers, archeologists and educators? There 
is currently a proposal in planning stages to convert the abandoned Old 
schoolhouse into a craft cooperative and center for the village women where 
they could make and sell textiles and food products. The school yard, close to 
the center of the village and offering even ground and tree shade, is also one 
of the few existing communal spaces that belongs to the village as a whole. 
We propose an adaptive reuse of the New school that compliments the co-op 
in the Old school and the development of a park-like atmosphere for the school 
yard. The yard could be a place where active conservation and archeological 
work takes place, where visitors and tourists are educated about and this work, 
where they may purchase locally made items, and villagers can congregate or 
children could play soccer.

We do not propose a utopian scheme that depends on the ultimate mixing of 
various stakeholders per se. This is likely to be idealistic. Rather, we propose 
a kind of gradient of types of space, from the most public and open to the east 
(around the Old school and near the watering fountain), to the most private, 
secure, and work-oriented to the northwest. In the intermediate zones of this 
gradient are opportunities for educational programming and the interfacing of 
villagers, visitors, volunteers, and specialists.

The New school is repurposed for archeological processes, but is inappropriate 
for storage and a separate, purpose-built storage depot should be constructed. 
This would constitute phase I and would anchor future phases of the expansion. 

Expansion should be located in the northwest corner of the schoolyard for a 
variety of factors. First, the school’s two entrances are on west and northwest 
points of the building and there is an existing driveway at the southwest corner 
of the site. The existing trees, in the southern and eastern portion of the school 
yard should be preserved as they make good public open space. Additionally, 
������������	�	]������������	�����
����		��������	����������������	�	
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secure, bounded zone. This should be created in a subtle way that avoids the 
construction of a new fence across the midline of the site. In that same manner, 
additions should attempt to minimize their effect on the overall composition of 
the schoolyard, especially in relation to views from the public roads. 

Future Vision for the School Yard

Top to bottom, left to right:  
Images of potential programs for the School 
#��	��^��
��@�	�����������	Y�	����������	��
community engagement, and selling  
local goods.
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In the proposed scheme, the creation of an L-shaped addition creates a semi-
private court around the north and northeast portions of the New School. 
Exhibition tents and outdoor public programs can be located in this court. On 
the north side of the “L,” between the addition and the existing schoolyard 
wall, there is outdoor secure space for the archeologists’ dedicated use that can 
also accommodate future expansion. The depot, which would be two stories, 
provides shading to the north which could be extended by lean-to awnings. 
#�	�������������	��	�����������]	�	����������������
�������������������������
appears to give the space wholly over to the archeologists’ team should be 
avoided.

ALTERATIONS TO THE SCHOOL

As far as alterations to the schoolhouse itself, we propose the conversion of 
the east window of the northernmost room into a door to create a linear of 
!���������������	�������
����		���������	������	�����		��������������������
dedicated classroom and educational facility, with a window wall looking into 
the conservation lab. We propose adding a new, transparent entrance to the 
east wall of this classroom to visually and physically link the facility to the old 
school and landscaped public space immediately to the east.
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As the diagrams show, different circulation patterns exist for the 
various stakeholders. By arranging the added buildings in a logical 
way, control of certain spaces can be exerted subtly rather than rudely. 
A secure zone for artifacts to the northwest can be established without 
the extensive intrusion of new walls that cut across through the 
schoolyard and obscure archeology facilities from the eyes of visitors 
and villagers. 

Diagram of School House Complex
Circulation Routes
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Diagram of School House Complex; mapping access routes for artifacts, 
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Diagram of School House Complex
Artifacts route and Access Control

157



OFFICE 

MEETING SPACE 

1800 SF 

DEPOT 
EXAPANSION

POTTERY
WORK SPACE
 

DEPOT 

PARKING

COVERED WORK SPACE

SECURE WORK SPACE
FOR PROCESSING
POTTERY

PRIVATE OFFICE

PARKING

1712 SF 

972 SF 

INTERACTIVE
EDUCATIONAL

SPACE
1855 SF 

780 SF 

452 SF

520 SF 

629 SF 

237 SF 

261 SF 

529 SF

521 SF 

167 SF 

POTTERY WORK
SPACE

LOWER HALL 

SHOWERS

CONSERVATION
LAB

FINES REGISTRATION
& PROCESSING 

RESTROOM

      CLASSROOM 
VISITORS INFORMATION

CONSERVATION
EXPANSION

0

( / ” ’)

8’ 20’ 40’

0 1 M 5 M 10 M

Diagram of School House Complex

158



OFFICE 

MEETING SPACE 

1800 SF 

DEPOT 
EXAPANSION

POTTERY
WORK SPACE
 

DEPOT 

PARKING

COVERED WORK SPACE

SECURE WORK SPACE
FOR PROCESSING
POTTERY

PRIVATE OFFICE

PARKING

1712 SF 

972 SF 

INTERACTIVE
EDUCATIONAL

SPACE
1855 SF 

780 SF 

452 SF

520 SF 

629 SF 

237 SF 

261 SF 

529 SF

521 SF 

167 SF 

POTTERY WORK
SPACE

LOWER HALL 

SHOWERS

CONSERVATION
LAB

FINES REGISTRATION
& PROCESSING 

RESTROOM

      CLASSROOM 
VISITORS INFORMATION

CONSERVATION
EXPANSION

Close-up view of School House 
Complex plan

159



160



Photo Credits: All photographs and images in “Buildings: 
Existing Fabric and Uses,” and “Buildings: Proposal for 
Repurposed Space” are the work of the authors and other 
students enrolled in the course.

Currently, a number of critical spaces at the Kazi Evi are underutilized or 
simply undersized. Apart from some low-impact improvements that have 
�����������Z�������������	�����`���	������������������������!�����	�����
the schoolyard sits vacant and unused. 

Our combined strategy is an integrated one that seeks to both preserve and 
repurpose the Kazi Evi and School Yard complexes while renewing both as 
vital integrated spaces for the archaeological, local, and visiting communities. 

Conclusions
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The village of Yassıhöyük is located in the Central Anatolian region of Turkey and lies 60 miles 

southwest of Ankara. It is surrounded by numerous tumuli, and has developed on the top of a 

cluster of mounds. The town of Polatlí is the closest large scale settlement and the administrative 

center to which Yassıhöyük is legally affiliated. Yassíhöyük is situated within the legal boundaries 

of the Gordion archaeological site. The southern portion of the main road is designated as a 

“first degree” archaeological site whereas the northern portion is designated as a third degree 

archaeological site by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Yassıhöyük was developed in the 

1920s on both sides of the main road that connects the village to Polatlí and nearby settlements. 

It is a modern village that has maintained a traditional way of life and most of its traditional 

architecture. The built fabric has begun to change with the introduction of concrete structures but 

not in an intensive way, so the overall character is not yet changed in any significant way. There 

are only two commercial facilities within the village; a café/tea garden located next to the Museum 

and a small grocery store. The store does not meet the needs of locals and the tea garden does 

not provide quality space or amenities to serve as an attractive gathering space for tourists and 

local villagers. Today, the village and the archaeological site coexist, but seldom interact. 
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Polatlí is a regional seat which lies on a major highway from Ankara 
������Z�����{����*	$�|���������������������X�	�����"������
coast. It is also located on the railway route connecting Baghdad to 
Berlin via Istanbul, and is an important station for the Turkish State 
Railways network and Turkish High-Speed Train from Ankara to 
Istanbul. The district has a population of 98,605 and connects 44 
villages of different sizes (i.e. Basri village has a population of 1000 
�����	�"�|������������	������/}�
��
��~���������	��������������
Polatlí mostly depends on agricultural production. 

The Battle of Sakarya, an important engagement of the Turkish War 
of Independence, took place within the boundaries of the district 
in September 1921. Hacettepe and Gazi Universities of Ankara 
established some of their recent colleges in Polatlí, and the Municipal 
mayor has encouraged these institutions to invest more in the area. 

Most of the historic fabric of Polatlí has been altered or destroyed 
and the town has expanded intensely to the south and north with 
the addition of many high-rise buildings. Although it is a very large 
����
�
���������	������������	��������������	�������������������������
little social life. There is a large military base and the Turkish Army 
Artillery School, both of which are important institutions, are located 
in the town. 

Polatlí - the closest major town

Left: View of Polatlí  
(www.Polatlí.gov.tr)

Top Right: Ankara-Polatlí linkages 
(edited from Google Maps, 2011)

������������Y�Z�����{���		����$�
linkages (edited from Google Maps, 
2011)

Sources: Turkish Statistical Institute, Address Based Population Registration System 
Population Census, 2010, http://tuikapp.tuik.gov.tr/adnksdagitapp/adnks.zul.
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Top Left: Location of Gordion  
(edited from Wikipedia)
Bottom Left: Seismic map of Turkey 
(Keller, 2009) 
��
�����Y�����������		����$����JQQQ�
(Salzmann)
Bottom Rightt: Village children posing  
���������������������	���

��		����$��	���������<Q�����	��������	��������Z�����{���	������
and is under the jurisdiction of the Polatlí Municipality; provincial 
governor, municipal mayor and ������ (village mayor) who are the 
main political and administrative contacts.  The village is situated on 
the expansive steppe-landscape of ancient Gordion (Citadel Mound) 
������?�$���������������������		����$���$�	���	��������������	�
��
of the ancient settlement which means “Flat Mound” in Turkish. The 
?�$���������������������!��	���������	��������	�������������	����
main source of water for agriculture in the immediate region. Two 
major irrigation canals originating from the river run from west to 
��	������
������������������������	������		����$������	�����
�����
Central Anatolian village with a population of 285 people. The 
economy is agro-pastoral, leaning more towards agriculture within 
the last decades. The Gordion excavations have provided seasonal 
employment opportunities for some of the inhabitants of the village 
in the past. The important public buildings in the village can be listed 
�	��������	���	�������	�	�����������������������	���	����������
unused one and a new one), a Gendarmerie, a museum and the cafe, 
�����]	���������������������	���������	���������������������	~��

The Central Anatolian region is characterized as semi-dry and 
receives only about 200-400mm (approximately 8-15.5”) of 
precipitation annually. The little precipitation that reaches Central 
Anatolia occurs mostly in winter in the form of snow. Temperatures 
average -2°C (28°F) during the winter months and 23°C (73°F) during 
dry summers.

��		����$��	�������������������������������������������������������	��
�����@
�������	�������������������������	������������	����������
plates. Because Turkey is situated on a wedge of continental crust at 
the convergence of multiple plates –including the African, Eurasian 
and Arabian plates – innumerable seismic events have occurred in the 
region surrounding the village and Gordion over the past century. 

Yassıhöyük

Sources: Meredith Keller, “The Early Phrygian Gate at Gordion, Turkey” (master’s 
��	�	��Z�����JQQ�~[�"�|�����	���?��'���������*����#��*�������"�^��	���������
Management Plan for Preserving Gordion and its Environs,” Expedition 51, no. 2 
�JQQ�~Y�=[�"�|�����	���?��'������
��	�������������	����������JQ<<�
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Yassıhöyük, February 2011

Yassıhöyük, July 2009
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3rd Degree Area of Protection

1st Degree Area of Protection º
400 0 400 800 1,200 1,600200

Meters

YASSIHÖYÜK

TUMULUS MM

MUSEUM

KAZI EVI / DIG HOUSE

CITADEL

Map of the area showing designated sites. 
(ACL, 2011)

The southern part of the village, the Gordion archaeological site and its 
immediate surroundings are designated as a “First Degree Archaeological 
Site” by the Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism. This designated area 
�������	���		����$��������������������	���������������������������������
village, especially to the south. A smaller part to the north of the village was 
designated as a “Third Degree Archaeological Site”. The rest of the tumuli and 
mounds are individually designated as cultural heritage but do not have any 
kind of protected buffer zone around them and exist on private lands. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE (FIRST DEGREE AREA) 

The national legislation states that no building or any form of intervention 
�	�
��������������	�������������	�����������������	�������
����������'����
need to be indicated on a city or town plan. Over time, existing buildings in 
such areas are to be removed to new locations provided by the State. No tree 
planting or other intervention, including agriculture, is permitted. It is the duty 
����������	�������^����������������	�����
�������������������������������
boundaries of such areas and to appoint a guard. The Ministry is also obliged 
to provide information panels for areas of this designation.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE (THIRD DEGREE AREA) 

Building is permitted in third degree areas, but only with Conservation Council 
approval and provided that the excavation is supervised by the museum 
authorities. (In the event of any archaeological evidence the Conservation 
Council has to be informed). With the approval of the Conservation Council, 
permission may be granted for interventions supporting tourism activity such 
as car parks, ticket booths, lavatories and foot paths. With permission from the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, a café or restaurant may be built as long as the 
plan is approved by the Conservation Council.

Designations

Source: Çatalhöyük Management Plan, April 2004, http://www.catalhoyuk.com/smp/index.html.
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Top Left & Right: Maps comparing land 
uses before and after mechanized agriculture 
(Salzmann)
Bottom Left: Agricultural land around 
��		����$��?��'����~
Bottom Right: A goat herd around the village 
(Salzmann)

?�����	Y�"�|�����	���?��'���������*����#��*�������"�^��	��������������������
Plan for Preserving Gordion and its Environs,” Expedition +<������J��JQQ�~Y�=[�"�|��
Gürsan-Salzmann, presentation notes, January 2011.

��		����$���	��������������������������<��Q	����������?�$�����
���������������������������%�'���$���	�������	�������<�$����������
��	���������������������		����$��	�����������	����������	��������
1920s. Later in the 1930s, a group of shepherds from the mountain 
villages of Bolu province moved to the area and became settled 
������	�������������������	���������������	�	������������		����$����
work at Rodney Young’s excavations after the 1950s. Today, most 
��������������
�
���������	�������	�����������������	����<�+}�����
1999 for land mandated by the Land Reform Act of the Turkish State. 

��		����$�����������	�������������
���������
�	�����������������
one based on intensive cultivation over the past 50 years. As a result, 
changes in land use and a decrease in the number of herds occurred. 
The increase in irrigation-agriculture led to the shrinking of pastoral 
land, but fortunately, herding of sheep, goat and cattle still continues 
������������Z��	������������=Q���������������		����$��	�������
cultivation with the use of modern machinery and intensive irrigation. 
Main products are wheat and barley as subsistence crops, with sugar 
beet, onion and melon as cash crops. The herding of sheep and goats 
comprises about 15% to 20% of the economy.

Over the last 50 years the herd population has declined by at 
least 50% in the region. A large number of sheep/goat folds were 
abandoned since the mechanized agricultural era of 1960s. The 
reasons for the surge in agriculture and the decline in animal 
husbandry can be found in a combination of historical, political and 
economic factors such as taxation on herds, trade agreements with 
countries for importing live animals and/or their products among 
other factors.

History and Economic Base
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"���������������	�������		����$��	��������������	��������������$�	���������
with a hipped or pitched tile roof. Service units such as depots, barns, toilets, 

���������	�����������������	�������	��������������������������������
Generally, both residential and service buildings are located in a large 
courtyard which is enclosed by a stone or mudbrick wall as a part of household 
tradition. Families add buildings along the courtyard wall if a family member 
gets married or if they need extra service space. This construction can be an 
addition to an existing building or a new one.

The household is a corporate economic unit, not necessarily living under the 
same roof. It could be in the same courtyard or in individual homes nearby. 
��		����$��	����������������������	����������������@���������	�������$��
many other villages in Turkey: two or three generations of close kin living 
together. The oldest male member acts as the manager of production and 
consumption, with responsibility for the care of elderly parents and relatives. 
Production and distribution involves the larger family of brothers, wives, 
children, and sometimes outside paid workers. However, family structure 
is changing with division of land among siblings and/or moving out of the 
village, to Polatlí in most of the cases, for better education and employment 
opportunities. 

��	����������	�	�������������������������������	������������	�����
foundation that rises up to 60-80 cm above ground level. The rest of the walls 
are constructed in mud brick and sometimes have timber tie beams for seismic 
reinforcement. Walls are covered with layers of mud plaster and lime-wash. 
��������	��������	�	����������������������������	���������������������������
��������������������	���������	�����������������������������������	������
��
covered with mud plaster and tile, whereas renovated roofs usually have wood 
and tile construction.

Architecture

Buildings and courtyards 
around the village?�����	Y�"�|�����	���?��'������
��	�������������	����������JQ<<�
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���"		�		�����?�������������	������������������@�	�����
infrastructure, architectural traditions, social uses and spaces. Since 
���
�
���������	����������		����$���������������������������	������
also included a number of informal interviews with local residents. 
The second component was a series of formal meetings with political 
�������	�������!����������������	�������������������	������������
economically.

����������������		����$��	����
�	�����������
�������������
complexes one per family, with each courtyard comprised of multiple 
structures for living and services. The foot survey of each courtyard 
and in the village was done in order to understand the current 
condition of the area socially, materially, and spatially. A total of 45 
���
��@�	�������
����<J+���������	������	��������������������[��	���
Condition, Integrity, Construction Materials, Roof Type, Number 
of Stories. Pure and altered examples of each were documented 
to understand trends and changes in the village. Infrastructure, 
	�������������	�����������������	��������	������������������
to inaccessibility to the interiors of court yards, lack of people to 
address, and the presence of guard dogs; much of the survey was done 
“curb side” from the streets and paths of the village.

Field Visit: Foot Survey
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*��������������	������������	��������������	
�������	�������	
�����
Living space encompassed spaces in which cooking, eating, and 
sleeping activities occurred. Service spaces encompassed structures 
used for storage of crops and tools, house animals, and outhouses. 
Considerably a large category, there was a desire to identify 
separately spaces that were storage for crops and tools from storage 
for animals. However, due to inaccessibility and limited visibility; 
this distinction could not be made.

Building Use
STRUCTURES FOR LIVING SPACES

STRUCTURES FOR SERVICES

OUTHOUSES
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SINGLE STORY HOUSES

TWO STORY HOMES
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Building height was recorded to understand the general massing and 

������������������������������������������������	�������
������
with most structures one story high. Buildings that were of two story 
��������������	������	��������
������������������������
������
of the village. Most of these two stories were constructed with a 
mixture of traditional and contemporary materials; however, some 
two story buildings were constructed using only traditional materials. 
���������	��������	�������������	����!�����������������
������������
village, and all were made of contemporary materials. 

Building Height 

THREE STORY APARTMENT BUILDING, GRAND HOUSE, AND MOSQUE
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The materials used for construction in each building were categorized 
as traditional or contemporary followed by a description. Traditional 
materials consisted of mud brick, stone, wood, reeds, lime or mud 
plaster, and traditional tiles. Contemporary materials consisted of 
concrete masonry units, manufactured brick, imported stone, concrete 
stucco, metal, machined tiles. It is important to note that the map 
��������	���������	���������������
��������������	���������������@� 
of traditional materials and contemporary materials, while other 
buildings have traditional materials only. 

Building Materials + Systems 

TRADITIONAL ROOF CONSTRUCTION

Consisting of wood frame, layer of reeds, followed by a layer  
of mud plaster, and finally topped with tiles.

TYPICAL WALL CONSTRUCTION

Consisting of a course of stone, followed by a course of mud brick. 
Wood members were placed to level off the wall.
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THE ORIGINAL MOSQUE : GOOD CONDITION

An example of structure in good condition,  
requiring only cosmic repairs.

THE OLD SCHOOL : FAIR CONDITION

Built for the village of Yassıhöyük in the 1960s,  
the building is an example of fair condition due to 
sprawling of the stone and oxidation of rebar.

188

The condition analysis of each building was done to identify buildings 
that are at risk and need intervention, while simultaneously exhibiting 
areas that are sound. The conditions of the buildings were organized 
in the following categories: “poor” which meant buildings with 
material problems and structural danger, “fair” for buildings that 
had secondary structural problems, and “good” which meant only 
cosmetic rehabilitation. The majority of the conditions observed were 
from a lack of maintenance, while a few were from the improper 
usage of materials. 

Building Condition 

ABANDONED THREE STORY HOUSE : POOR CONDITION
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MIXTURE OF TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY MATERIALS

Manufactured brick covered by mud plaster.

190

Unlike building condition, building integrity relies on the type of 
materials used in the maintenance and up-keep of the buildings, 
identifying when alterations have been made incorporating traditional 
or contemporary repairs and materials etc. Buildings recorded as intact 
retain only materials that are understood to be traditional. Buildings 
containing alterations have replacements or additions to the structure 
�������	�	�����������
��������������	����������	��������������������	�
new are done regardless of material used, however the majority of new 
buildings are constructed with new materials. 

Building Integrity 

STRICTLY CONTEMPORARY

A residential structure made of only contemporary products. Concrete foundation 
with manufactured brick walls that are covered by concrete plaster.
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Çatalhöyük is a very large Neolithic and Chalcolithic settlement in southern 
Anatolia from approximately 7500 BC to 5700 BC. It is among the largest 
and best preserved Neolithic sites found to date. Çatalhöyük is located 
�������$�������������	�������%�����Z������	�����	��������
��	�������������
���%���������	������	���	���@���������������	�������������<�+���#������������
a team which excavated there for four seasons between 1961 and 1965. The 
excavations restarted in 1993 under the leadership of Ian Hodder then at the 
University of Cambridge. 

The Çatalhöyük Summer School Workshop is an ongoing project as part of 
the Çatalhöyük Excavation Project since 2003. The goal is to introduce and 
raise awareness about preservation and protection of archaeological sites. 
It is designed as a workshop for children between the ages of 8-12. In 2009, 
the team observed that the public around the immediate surroundings of 
Çatalhöyük did not know much about the site, and decided to include adults in 
the program.

The Children's Workshop involved 92 children from Konya (either from 
the city centre or from the small towns in the surrounds) who came from 
the primary schools or the orphanages. The team has also collaborated 
with Konya Directorate of National Education to train teachers about 
cultural heritage. The teachers who work at primary schools were invited to 
workshops in Çatalhöyük and 330 of them attended the two-week workshop. 

Cultural heritage at Çatalhöyük is threatened mostly from the construction 
������	������	���������$�������������������	���������������	�������������
knowledge among the workers sometimes results in total destruction of the 
��������	����������������������������������������		���	�	�������������
Çatalhöyük team invited Public Waterworks Administration workers in these 
����	�������$�����JJ����$��	����������������$	�
	�

Çatalhöyük (Çumra, Konya)
İstanbul

Burdur

Konya

Ankara

Çatalhöyük 

Gordion

Sagalassos

Left Column:
Location of the site  
(edited from Wikipedia)
Çatalhöyük archaeological site 

Right Column:
Views from community events 
Çatalhöyük archaeological site
(Flickr, catalhoyuk, 2010 through 
www.catalhoyuk.com)Source: Çatalhöyük Archaeological Research Project, www.catalhoyuk.com.
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Sagalassos is an archaeological site in southwestern Turkey 18 
miles from Burdur. The ancient ruins of Sagalassos are 4 km from 
���"���	�����	���������������	���������	��������������������
excavations started in 1990 under the direction of Marc Waelkens 
of the Katholieke Universiteit, Leuven. A large number of buildings, 
monuments and other archaeological remains have been exposed, 
documenting the Hellenistic, Roman and early Byzantine history of 
this town.

The Sagalassos Community Archaeology Project was initiated 
in 2009 as a new part of the overall research. The aim is to better 
�����������	�����������	��������?�����		�	��������
��
������
"���	������	����	�������	�������������������
�����������������	��
working on developing a sustainable tourism approach in the area. 
�����	��
������	������������
��������������������	������������	����
������������������������
��������������	�����"���	���������������
�@
�������
����������������������	����"���	����	��������
��	���	��
and potential “home-stay” hosts) and starting a regular bus service 
�����"���	������?�����		�	�

The Sagaleri Heritage Center: The center was established in 2009 with 
support from the World Bank as a center for visitors that will provide 
information about the site of Sagalassos and opportunities for other 
���������	�������"���	���������^��������@����	�	����	����	��������
��������	�����������������������	������������������������	����������
����������������������������������������������������������������	�����
Sagalassos. Villagers also promote and sell local products. 

Sagalassos (A lasun, Burdur)
İstanbul

Burdur

Konya

Ankara

Çatalhöyük 

Gordion

Sagalassos

Left Column:
Location of Sagalassos  
(edited from Wikipedia)
The Antonine Nymphaeum in Sagalassos
Villagers in Sagalassos archaeological site

Right Column:
Sagaleri Heritage Center
Village children visiting the site
(www.sagalassos.be)Sources: Sagalassos Archaeological Research Project, www.sagalassos.be.
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The Sagala-Sun NGO Project: This is a heritage and environmental education 

���������������������<+�J}�������"���	���������	���������������JQQ������
project will involve youth as both learners and teachers in the future, aiming 
to create a self-sustaining program that will raise community awareness and 
�����������������?�����		�	��������������������"���	����

Walking Tours: Five different walking tours of the area are promoted on the 
�����������
�������������������������@����������*���������	�������������
rating and covers a different part of the surrounding area (the town, lake, 
?�����		�	���������������	��������	�~�������	��������������������������
supported by maps and photographs.

Walking route maps and views along the 
routes (all images from www.sagalassos.be)Sources: Sagalassos Archaeological Research Project, www.sagalassos.be.
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The second part of our investigation while at Gordion was to speak 
�����������	�������	��������Z�����{��"�������������	��		���	����$�
place with the director of the Museum, Mr. Ibrahim Bolat. During the 
conversations with Mr. Bolat, he had described the actual property 
lines of the museum, and that in the future there could be small 
excavations of a tumulus within the property limits. Mr. Bolat also 
described the types of visitors that come; the majority are Turkish 
citizens, and the minority, foreigners. The Gordion Museum keeps 
records of the number of both Turkish and foreign visitors to the 
museum, and in the month of May 2010, one will see twice as many 
Turkish visitors to the museum when compared to any other month. 
Mr. Bolat explained that this is the result of an increased interest 
�����������	����	������������������������������
	���������������
phenomenon that should be encouraged. 

In Polatlí, conversations occurred with both representatives from 
the planning commission for the municipality of Polatlí, as well as 
with the Mayor of Polatlí. Certain issues such as training Turkish 
archeologists to work at the site, a women co-op, and additional 
facilities were expressed. After multiple conversations, it is clear that 
the municipality of Polatlí acknowledges the potential of Gordion and 
��		����$��	��������������	����	�������������������������	����
ideas, and in particular, a “Preservation Plan” issued by the planning 
department located in Ankara (at right). 

��������	��
����������������	���	�����������������	�����	����
��		����$����������������
�
���������������������������������������
limited time, we were only able to have four informal conversations. 
These conversations expressed concerns about aggressive 
development, relocation, and an interruption of traditional ways and 
means of living. These conversations also expressed interest in areas 
for informal gathering and relaxing, as well as an interest in tapping 
into tourism for economic advantage. 

The Municipality of Polatlí
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PROPOSED PLAN 
ANKARA PLANNING COMMISSION
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After completing the foot survey, our studio had a basic framework 
for a comprehensive understanding of the existing infrastructure, 
architectural traditions, and social constructs and spaces of the 
village. Additionally, by interviewing various constituents involved 
�������������������������		����$��������	���	���	��	��������
present concerns and needs, and future possibilities for the village. 
�����@������	����������������	�������$��
������	������������������
of strategic initiatives that could help address some of the issues and 
concerns discussed. 

These strategies should be based on the information gained or implied 
from the survey, such as building condition, integrity, and use. They 
should also begin to address many of the various values expressed in 
��	��������������������'�����	������������	�����������	���������
only point out possibilities, but also suggest areas of unsuitability or 
restriction. The end result should be a plan that is forward thinking, 
builds on existing traditions physically and socially. The plan would 
represent one idea, alongside existing ideas, and the hopes of many 
more to come. 

�����	��	��
������	�
����		��	������
��������@�	�������������������
relationship of spaces in the village. By taking a macro approach to 
���	�������������	����������	������������
��Y�

RESIDENTIAL  
primarily the courtyard house complexes  

FARMING  
����	�������������������������	����������������
	����������	� 

INDUSTRIAL  
areas and structures that are primarily set aside for 
machinery, production and storage 

MIXED USE  
areas that did not contain an overwhelming single use,  
but instead multiple uses 

GOVERNMENTAL  
the health clinic and military base 

Macro Analysis
AREAS DOMINATED BY FARMING

AREAS DOMINATED BY INDUSTRY

AREAS CONTAINING MIXED USE 
SUCH AS INDUSTRY, FARMING, RESIDENTIAL, & COMMERCIAL
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"	�����������������������������		����$���������������	��
destination, it is imperative that the existing historical and traditional 
fabric of the village is understood as an asset to be protected and 
revitalized. By reinterpreting the zoning areas and identifying 
	������	�����������������������	�	��������
����������������	���������	�
of mixed use, and areas of tourism, the village will develop in a more 
	��	��������	�����"���	���������������������	���	���������	�����
maintain privacy from tourists and visitors. Simultaneously, areas 
������������������
�����	���������	����	���������	��������
��	������
and detour development, a concern that was also expressed by local 
residents. Meanwhile, areas which are dominated by industrial 
use and mixed use may not be inconvenienced by tourism or high 
���������������	������	�	�������������	����	��������������	�����
yard or derelict large houses on the outskirts of town for visitor 
accommodation (bed & breakfast).

Social Dynamics
SECTION OF THE VILLAGE THAT CAN ACCOMMODATE TOURISTS

SECTION OF THE VILLAGE THAT MUST BALANCE TOURISM WITH EVERYDAY VILLAGE LIFE
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Continuing the methodology of identifying existing infrastructure 
alongside social dynamics, circulation was looked at not only to 
���������������������������������
��		���	�������������������
also the appropriateness in relationship to the existing fabric. Areas 
���������������
������������������������������������
���������	�
	����	Y�������	��������������	����������@�	�������@���������������	��
������������������	���������
������������"���	������������	����	���
����������	����������	��������������	��������	����������������������
by: vicinity to multiple residential homes, small street widths etc.

Circulation 

HIGH INFRASTRUCTURE

LOW INFRASTRUCTURE

ONE OF THE MANY USERS OF INFRASTRUCTURE
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Based on the analysis done; the Field Survey, Multiple Interviews,  
and the Macro Social and Spatial dynamics; a series of six buildings 
��������������������	����@�	�
����	��������������@�	���������
�		�����
relationships described. Together, these projects address all the issues 
at hand:

RESIDENTS 
aggressive development, relocation, an interruption of traditional 
means of living, spaces for leisure, and tapping into tourism as a user 
or producer. 

MUNICIPALITY AND MINISTRY OF CULTURE 
training Turkish archeologists, conservation, a women’s co-op, 
additional facilities, education, cultural-appreciation etc. 

Potential Project Initiatives

1. The new school building
2. The old school building
3. The three story abandoned house
}����������������	���
5. The two story house after which the dig 
house is modelled
6. The grocery store
7. Museum cafe

2

3

6

4 5

7

1

�

�
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OLD & NEW SCHOOL BUILDINGS

THREE STORY ABANDONED HOUSE

ORIGINAL MOSQUE

TWO STORY HOUSE, INSPIRED DIG HOUSE  

GROCERY STORE

MUSEUM CAFE

1&2

3

4

5

6

7

POTENTIAL PROJECTS
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Potential Project Initiatives 
School buildings

The new school building

The old school building

Archaeologists cleaning pottery

 Local goods to be sold in the co-op

���
������������������������������������	����������		����$�
is located represents a possible node in creating gesture to unite 
the activities in the village; archeology, eduction, economics, and 
tourism. Strategically located off the main roadway, enclosed away 
from residential areas and farming, both buildings are in fair to good 
condition. The two buildings together create a large interior footprint, 
which is also complimented by a large open space. Possible uses are 
training facilities as expressed by the municipality, work space for 
archeologists, a co-op for village goods, various outdoor usage due to 
the presence of many trees. 
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THREE STORY ABANDONED HOUSE ORIGINAL MOSQUE TWO STORY HOUSE, INSPIRED DIG HOUSE  
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Potential Project Initiatives 
Traditional vacant buildings 

The three buildings shown: 

THREE STORY ABANDONED HOUSE

ORIGINAL MOSQUE

TWO STORY HOUSE AFTER WHICH  
THE DIG HOUSE IS MODELLED

*�����
��	�����������
�		��������	����������	�������	���	���������
off the main road and the main facade lines up with that of the school 
��	��
��
����������������	�������������������	�������������������
because of its location can host a multitude of public and private 

������	�����	������������������������������	���������������	���
small foot print and is nestled within a high residential area. Given its 
�������������	����������	������������
�����������������	����������	�
�����	������������		����$[�������������������������	����	���������
or training, or leisure related. The two story house after which the 
dig house is modelled can also host a multitude of public or private 
programs such as a guest house for visitors. 

All three structures also have in common the ability to be historically 
registered buildings, with the municipality of Polatlí investing 
money in them. This is not only an economical opportunity, but 
also a cultural and educational opportunity. As seen in the survey, 
���������������	�����������������	�������������	�������������
available, and can produce a joint presentation effort with local 
workers and the municipality. 

Local traditions of conservation, villagers 
applying mud plaster (Salzmann)

Villagers cleaning the archaeological site 
before excavation season (Salzmann)



ananaamoloz alaaloz alannmoloz alaaoloz a

Antik ?ehir

Antik ?ehir

SA
KA

R
Y

RR
AYY

N
EH

R
˜

A

SU KULES˜

Kaz alan

$THREE STORY ABANDONED HOUSE
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Building Nexus Points
Leisure activities

After many conversations with different constituents, it seemed that 
there was a universal need for leisure/social spaces in the village 
for residents, workers, and tourists. Though universally expressed, 
it is also wise to have a hierarchy of spaces that address the need in 
different instances. A cafe currently exits next to the museum off the 
main road, while a market exists in the center of the village of the 
main road as well. Both structures can be possible locations for the 
introduction and/or expansion into leisure space. However, to prevent 
over-saturation of tourists, one of the two spaces should cater more 
towards local residences in lieu of tourists. Originally, the market 
was created as a private entity and is located centrally in the village. 
It may have a greater use as a local entity. Conversely, the cafe that 
is located next to the Gordion Museum, and contains a much larger 
parking area, may serve better for a more varied audience. 

Grocery store

Women having afternoon tea

Cafe

HSPV702 class having tea in the museum
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THE GORDION INTERVENTION MATRIX

LARGE-SCALE

SMALL-SCALE
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Dighouse Program
Reconfiguration 

Kazi Evi Depot Demolition
& New Construction

New Deck
at Kazi Evi 

Dighouse Alterations

New Depot
at School

School - Worksite 
Conversion

Depot Partitions

Policy Changes 
in the Village

Architectural Restoration
Across Entire Village 

Uniform Village
Redevelopment

Viewing Platforms

Citadel Mound
Path System

 

Shed Partitions

New Visitor
Center at Citadel

Mosaic Tapestry 

Update 
Museum 

Exhibition  

Commision New
Photography Exhibit  

ARCHEOLOGIST SUPPORT VISITOR INTERPRETATION LANDSCAPE INTERVENTION VILLAGE INTEGRATION NATIONAL TOURISM PLAN

Relocate Mosaic

NewMuseum

New Circulation Plan
for Museum Complex 

Interpretive Landscape
Signage 

New Cafe and
Museum Shop 

Relocate Museum
Depot 

Additional Gallery
Space 

Community Tours 
of Site

Eco-Tourism
 

Cultural &
 Geothermal Tourism

Hiking / Trekking Paths in
the Surrounding Landscape 

Informing
Turkish Tour Guides

Our oversimplified guide to whose interest falls on our scale and intensity hierarchies
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VILLAGE INTERVENTIONS
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